
Sgt. Skip Cox, class of 1986, has been a member of the Kansas City 
Police Department for over twenty years.  He has received numerous 
awards for his service to the department and especially for his work 
with the Police Athletic League (PAL). Named KCPD Officer of the Year 
in 2016, he is the recipient of several special citations including a 
Special Unit Citation and Meritorious Service Award in 2008 and a 
Special Unit Citation in 2009.  He received the U.S. President’s 
Volunteer Service Award in 2012. Skip has helped secure many grants 
and donations for PAL and assisted in setting up PAL’s in other 
communities throughout the United States. 
 

 
 
 
 

Terry Leeds, class of 1978, is the Director of KC Water. As a professional 
engineer at Black and Veatch, he worked on several domestic and foreign 
water/wastewater projects. At KC Water, he has held many leadership 
positions such as Manager of the Overflow Control Program and 
Assistant Director of Water Services. He serves on the Board of Directors 
of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies, is President of the 
Wet Weather Partnership, and is a member of engineering honor 
societies including the Missouri S & T Academy of Civil Engineers. He is 
active with his family and his church serving as sports coach, community 
volunteer, Honorary Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and ordained 
deacon.  
 

 
 
 

Janet Ross, class of 1977, is a very successful professional chef. 
Founder of Janet Ross Catering where she catered backstage at many 
high-profile rock concerts and sous chef at the Cafe Sebastienne for 
fifteen years, she is currently on the team in the kitchen at The 
Restaurant at 1900. Janet appeared on the Food Network’s Cutthroat 
Kitchen three times, winning during the “Tournament of Terror.” Janet is 
also a former Kansas City Chiefs cheerleader. Her extensive community 
involvement includes volunteering for several charities including the 
March of Dimes, No Kid Hungry, Boys Grow, and The Children’s Center 
for the Visually Impaired. 
 
 

 
 

Cara Slaybaugh Fox, class of 2003, is a professional cellist and highly 
sought-after musician in the Nashville music community. She has 
played in many recording sessions and toured with many well-known 
musical acts and Grammy nominated artists. Cara is extremely active 
in her community teaching piano and cello lessons, being an active 
church member, volunteering for a refugee support organization, and 
sponsoring children through Compassion International. 


